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VISUAL COMPONENTS OFFLINE HELP GUIDE

The application help content is hosted online and accessing it requires an internet connection.
With this solution, users can download the help files and make them available for offline use on
their local computer.

Step 1
Download the help files that correspond with your installed product:
¢ Visual Components Essentials
e Visual Components Professional
e Visual Components Premium
e Visual Components Robotics
Step 2

In these example steps we illustrate setting up offline help for software version 4.9 but the
same principles will apply to all software versions.

Locate the Help folder inside your product installation directory, for example:
C:\Program Files\Visual Components\Visual Components Premium 4.9\Help

Help x I
(= I c D > ThisPC > Windows (C) > Program Files » Visual Components » Visual Components Premium 4.9 > Help
@ Mew Tl Sert = View
5 Home Mame Date modified Type Size
[ PublicAPl.chm 16/04/2024 15.02 Compiled HTML ... 41544 KB
EQ python271.chm 16/04,/2024 15.0 Compiled HTML ... 5660 KB

Step 3

Extract the contents of the downloaded help files to this folder.
In this example we extracted a folder named 4.9, and we can now delete the .zip file.

Help X +
<« T o] [J > ThisPC > Windows (C) > ProgramFiles > Visual Components > Visual Components Premium 49 > Help
@ New T Sort = View
A Home MName Date modified Type Size
49 13 File folder
= VT Premium 4.9 Help.zip 26y Compressed (zipp... 362 664 KB
@ pythen271.chm 16/ Compiled HTML ... 5660 KB
@ PublicAPl.chm 16/04/20 Compiled HTML ... 41544 KB
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Step 4

We will now use a text editor to configure the application to use the help files we just extracted.
In this example we will use Notepad, but you can use any text editor you prefer.

1. In Windows search for Notepad, right-click on it and choose Run as administrator.

. @ Work Apps Documents Web

Best match

Motepar

1[5

App

8 Run as administrator

Apps £ Pin to taskbar

2. Then in Notepad, from the File menu, select Open, and locate the root of your product
installation directory, for example:

C:\Program Files\Visual Components\Visual Components Premium 4.9

Then enter the File name: VisualComponents.Engine.exe.config and click Open.
You can copy and paste the file name above into the File name: field.

E  untitled X +
File Edit View

& Open

L #» ThisPC » Windows (C:) » Program Files » Visual Components » Visual Components Premium 4.9 ~ -] Search Visual Components ...
Organise * Mew folder =~ [
2 Home | MName Date modified Type Size
L File folder
| Gallery am
) de File folder
» o David - Persc
X X Dictionaries File folder
~ o David - Visuz
es File folder
> _TEMP
ffmpeg File folder

File name: | VisualComponents.Engine.exe.config ~ | Text documents (*.tet)

Encoding: Auto-Detect ~ Open Cancel
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Step 5

1. With the VisualComponents.Engine.exe.config configuration file open in Notepad, using
Ctrl+F to launch the Find option, search for the key HelpDocumentationPath.

=] Untitled VisualComponents.Engine.exe.con X +

File Edit View

<!-- Local folder containing nwthoo_editorlauto comolete dnformation-->
<add key="PythonAutoComplete
<!-- Local folder containing
<add key="PythonTheme" wvalue= 1neme ;>

v HelpDocumentationPath Q

<!-- Local folder path or URL for the help file. Supports .chm and .htm files --»>
<add key="HelpDocumentationPath" value="https://help.visualcomponents.com/%VERSION_2%/Premium/%LANGUAGE_CODE?
<add key="HelpDocumentationPythonPath” wvalue="https://help.visualcomponents.com/%VERSION_2%/Premium/%LANGUAGE

2. We are now going to modify the value="" attribute of both the
HelpDocumentationPath and HelpDocumentationPythonPath keys replacing the
URL string https://help.visualcomponents.com.

al VisualComponents.Engine.exe.cont  ® +

File Edit View

<!-- Local folder containing python editor/auto complete information-->
<add key="PythonAutoComplete” wvalue="Auto Complete" />
<!-- Local folder containing python editor/theme defintion-->

<add key="PythonTheme" value="Theme" />

<!-- Local folder path or URL for the help file. Supports .chm and .htm files --»>
<add key="HelpDocumentationPath"” value="https://help.visualcomponents.com/%VERSION_2%/Premium/%LANGUAGE_CODEX/XLANGUAGE_IN
<add key="HelpDocumentationPythonPath" value="https://help.visualcomponents.com/%VERSION_2%/Premium/#LANGUAGE_CODER:/Python

3. Inthe value="" attribute for both keys, we will replace the string
https://help.visualcomponents.com with the path to the folder where we extracted

the help files we downloaded e.g.
C:\Program Files\Visual Components\Visual Components Premium 4.9\Help

El Untitled VisualComponents.Engine.exe.con X +

File Edit View

<!-- Local folder contasining python editor/auto complete information-->
<add key="PythonAutoComplete” wvalue="Auto Complete™ />
<l-- Local folder containing python editor/theme defintion--»>

<add key="PythonTheme” value="Theme" />
<!-- Local folder path or URL for the help file. Supports .chm and .htm files -->

<add key="HelpDocumentationPath" value="C:\Program Files\Visual Components\Visual Components Premium 4.9\Help/%VERSTON_2%/
<add key="HelpDocumentationPythonPath" value="C:\Program Files\Visual Components\Wisual Components Premium 4.9%\Help/%VERS1

4. Then save the file and close Notepad.
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Step 6

Then to test the result of the configuration change, launch your application, and to launch help
press F1, or from the HELP tab click Help or Python API.
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You should now be able to access the help content offline.

M m Home x 4+
O ":) File C:/Program%20Files/Visual%20Components/Visual%20Components%20Premium%204.9/Help/4.9/Premium/en/English/Help. htm AD
=
Contents

@ Help Home: Home

What's New - .

Visual Components Premium 4.9 Help

Supported CAD files

+ Setup Version: 12 May, 2024

+ Getting Started

Download as Offline Help: visit the Visual Components Forum here for more information.

+ eCatalog

+ Import

+ Layout Configuration
+ 3D Operaticns

+ Connectivity

+ Simulation

+ Process Modeling

+ Drawings

+ Component Modeling
+ Robot Programming

+ Export

+ Expressions

+ Python API
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